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Just a small history lesson: The NALC selected the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association as its official chari-
ty in 1952, thereby becoming the first official nation-

al sponsor of MDA, which had been founded in 1950. 
The union’s first nationally coordinated campaign to 
raise funds for MDA was in 1953 during the week of 

Thanksgiving. In 
that week, NALC 
members raised 
nearly $4 million. 

N o w a d a y s , 
branches use 
scores of tech-
niques to raise 
money for MDA—
such as raffles, 
pancake break-
fasts, cornhole 
t o u r n a m e n t s , 
golf tournaments, 
canister collec-
tions at road-
blocks, and back-
yard carnivals 
with dunk tanks.

NALC thanks 
these branches 

for their continued support for MDA. Such efforts help 
MDA accelerate research, advance care and advocate 
for the support of MDA families. Below you will find the 
new 2024 incentive program developed by MDA. To 
help your branch raise a record amount of funds, the 
top fundraising 
branch in each 
category for 2024 
will receive a trip 
for one person 
to MDA Summer 
Camp in 2025.

Here is the 
link to the 2024 
NALC/MDA web-
site: mda.donor-
drive.com/event/
NALC2024.

If your branch 
plans to partici-
pate in the July 
Branch Chal-
lenge, please reg-
ister your branch 

if it’s not already 
registered. If you 
need help, call 
Tawny Saunders, 
account director 
of community events, at 312-392-1100 or email nalc@
mdausa.org.

Below you will find MDA’s mission and learn how 
our partnership makes the difficult possible. Part of 
this mission involves allowing children to attend MDA 
Summer Camp. In the eyes of these children, summer 
camp is a magical place where kids can be kids with no 
worries for one week. And not only do the children en-

joy camp, but 
parents also 
value the 
camp pro-
gram and the 
effect it has 
on their chil-
dren. Chil-
dren attend-
ing the camp 
have become 
more inde-
pendent and 
confident.

Those who 
prefer to ex-
perience the 
joy of camp 
from the 
comfort of 
their home 
can choose 

to attend the Virtual Summer Camp, which was created 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The average cost for one camper to attend MDA Sum-
mer Camp is $3,000. Branch fundraising helps these 
children be children when they attend these camps. 
Please share the mission, and the provided numbers, 
with your members for camp to help increase the do-
nations or participation at the branch functions. As 
MDA states, “No matter the location or activities, what 
matters most about MDA Summer Camp is the commu-
nity and sense of belonging campers feel just by being 
there.” The MDA camp link for branches or members 
who want to participate and volunteer at a local camp 
is mda.org/summer-camp.

 —Christina Vela Davidson

MDA Report

July Branch Challenge 
and MDA Summer Camp




