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Gkraduation caps 7th session

he number of aspiring union activists

to complete the NALC Leadership

Academy passed 200 on June 5

with the presentation by President
Bill Young of graduation certificates to
30 more successful participants.

The ceremony came at the conclu-
sion of their third and final week of
classroom study at the National Labor
College in subur-
ban Washington,
DC. In his remarks,
Young charged the
graduates with con-
tinuing to expand
their skills in prob-
lem-solving, com-
munication and dis-
pute resolution so
they can do more
for their brother

and sister letter carriers.

“You are my legacy,” he told them.
“It is now up to you to go back to your
branches and regions and repay the
investment we’ve made in you.”

Executive Vice President Fred
Rolando also addressed the graduates,
thanking them for the sacrifices they
have made, and urging them to continue
to make the sacrifices necessary to
further the goals of the union.

President Young created the Leader-
ship Academy in 2005 and the curricu-
lum was developed by NALC officers
and staff. Former Executive Vice Presi-
dent Jim Williams and retired Assistant
Secretary-Treasurer Jim Korolowicz
serve as Academy directors. They work
with Washington-based national officers,
who lead many of the classroom ses-
sions, as well as Director of Education
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Top: Executive Vice President Fred
Rolando addresses the graduates.

Below: Members of the Leadership
Academy’s seventh class listen to
President Young.
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Jamie Lumm and other staff members.
The spring 2009 graduating class (listed

below) was the seventh to complete the
program. Typically there are two ses-
sions per year.

The agenda, broken into three sec-
tions covering four months, is a rigorous
combination of one-week stints of “on
campus” classroom training and extended
individual take-home projects. Each
student works with a mentor, a current
union leader, such as a branch presi-
dent, who has pledged to support the
student through the Academy process.

The 30-member fall 2009 class—
two members from each of NALC’s 15
regions—was announced in the June
Postal Record. That group’s classroom
work at the labor college will take
place August 10-14, October 5-9 and
December 7-11.
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New applicants sought

Applicants are being
sought for 2010 Leadership
Academy classes. The appli-
cation form is posted on the
NALC’s website at nalc.org.
In order for candidates to be eligible
for 2010 training, forms must be post-
marked by September 30. Please note:
Previous applicants must reapply and
include updated information, along
with renewed commitments from
their mentors.

Correction: The Region 2 participants
for the fall 2009 Academy session were

listed in the June Postal Record as Ricky

Horton and Betty Nash. The participants
for Region 2 will be Ricky Horton and
Brenda Nickels of Twin Falls,

Idaho Branch 1392.
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Above: NALC President Bill Young
tells the graduating class, “You are
my legacy.”

Below: Mary Smith receives her
completion certificate.
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